
Learning about Hunger and Food Insecurity in California



What is the $25,000 Pyramid? 

• A learning tool to engage folks in a 
discussion of hunger and food insecurity in 
California

• An opportunity to win fabulous prizes and 
lovely parting gifts



How we are going to play

• We'll need two “celebrities” and two 
“contestants” to begin

• Goal:  get your partner to say what the 
other is describing.

• You’ll have 35 seconds to describe 6 
things.

• If you use part of the word in describing 
you’ll hear a cuckoo sound and the word is 
passed.



How to play continued…….

• Please do not use your hands or give the 
essence of the answer.

• After one “round” we’ll choose some new 
contestants (but keep our celebrities in 
place).

• After several rounds, the contestant who 
got the most right in the fastest time will 
head to the “Winner’s Circle”



Round 1, Contestant 1



Word #1

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #2

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #3

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #4

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #5

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #6

CorrectCuckoo Pass



CHIS Basics

• 42,0044 surveyed for 
CHIS

• Telephone, random
• Food insecurity 

questions below 
200% FPL

• 6 questions

Words from this Round
• Hunger
• University
• Telephone
• Federal Poverty Level
• Adult
• Survey



What is food insecurity?



The 6 Questions



The 6 Questions continued



Hunger



The National Picture



Round 1, Contestant 2



Word #1

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #2

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #3

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #4

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #5

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #6

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Consequences of Hunger

• Academic problems
• Physical health 

problems
• Emotional problems
• Increased Health 

costs

Words from this round
• School
• Tardiness
• Diabetes
• Suicide
• Tardiness
• Headache
• Hospital



Round 2, Contestant 1



Word #1

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #2

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #3

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #4

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #5

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #6

CorrectCuckoo Pass



The 2003 Results

• Statewide increase
• 8 counties with 40% 

food insecure LI

Words from this round
• Napa
• Latino
• Children
• Unemployed
• Green card
• Increase











Round 2, Contestant 2



Word #1

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #2

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #3

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #4

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #5

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #6

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Other Findings

Words from this round
• supermarket
• food stamps
• pregnant
• credit card
• obesity
• women



Round 3, Contestant 1



Word #1

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #2

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #3

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #4

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #5

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #6

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Why Increasing?

Words from this round
• house
• wage
• child care
• taxes
• hour
• food



Why Increasing?





Round 3, Contestant 2



Word #1

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #2

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #3

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #4

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #5

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Word #6

CorrectCuckoo Pass



Taking Action

Words from this round
• seniors
• cash
• axe
• breakfast
• President Bush
• summer



The Winners Circle

Action
steps to 

reduce hunger

Reasons 
why hunger 
is increasing

Places to buy
food

Counties in 
California

Con-
sequences 
of hunger

Federal 
Food

Programs


